

	Geography overview – 2 year cycle

	
	Autumn term
	Spring
	Summer

	FS1 and 2
Cycle A and B
	Autumn 1 – Who am I? Who Are You? (All About Me)
Autumn 2 – Why Do We Celebrate? (Celebrations)
	Spring 1 – Who Lives in a Land Far, Far Away? (Traditional Tales)
Spring 2 – Do You Fly, Walk or Swim? (Lifecycles & Animals)
	Summer 1 – What’s Above Me? What’s Below Me? (Growing)
Summer 2 – Do You Wish You Were Here? (Travel)

	Year 1/ 2
Cycle A
	
	British villages, towns and cities
Kenya

	Seasonal Change

	Year 1/ 2
Cycle B
	
	The World: continents, oceans & map work
	

	Year 3 /4
Cycle A
	
	Map reading & Europe
	

	Year 3 /4
Cycle B
	
	Mountains and Rivers
	

	Year 5/ 6 
Cycle A
	
	Rainforests and South America
	

	Year 5/ 6 
Cycle B
	World locational knowledge
	Deserts
Ordnance survey grid referencing and maps
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Subject: Geography



	Area
	FS
	Year 1 
	Year 2 
	Year 3 
	Year 4 
	Year 5 
	Year 6 

	Locational Knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objectives
	Recognise similarities’ and differences in relation to places. 
Talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments may vary from one another. 
	Name the four countries that make up the UK and name the three main seas that surround the UK



	Recall the names of and locate the four capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
Recall the names of and locate the seven continents of the world.
Recall the names of and locate the five oceans of the world.


	Use maps to locate at least eight European countries 
List the names of and locate at least eight counties and at least six cities in England 
List the names of four countries from the southern and four from the northern hemisphere 

	Identify, name and locate the main rivers in the UK The 
Identify where the main mountain regions are in the UK 
Use maps to locate at least eight European capitals 
Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian 
Summarise what is meant by the term ‘tropics’

	Memorise the names of a number of European capitals. Follow on from year 3/4 
State the names of, and locate10 of the South American countries 

	Clarify about time zones and work out differences


	Key Vocabulary
	Family, house, street/road, Sutton-in-Ashfield, place, live,  England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, same, different, home
	street, road signs, office, map symbol, address, urban
rural
 
	European union, Mediterranean, Euros, Berlin Wall, Eiffel Tower 

	hemisphere, latitude, longitude, time zones, Greenwich meridian, tropics


	Sticky Knowledge
	We live in our home with our family.
We can talk about places in our locality.
We live in England.
Sutton-in-Ashfield is a town near Mansfield in Nottinghamshire. 
	London is our capital city and has a population of more than 8 million.
The United Kingdom is made up of 4 countries: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.
London is the capital of England; Cardiff the capital of Wales, Edinburgh the capital of Scotland and Belfast the capital of Northern Ireland.

	There are 44 countries in Europe. 
A small number of countries on the continent are transcontinental, meaning they are considered to be a part of both Europe and Asia.
Moscow, in Russia, is the largest city (not including transcontinental cities) with more than 12 million inhabitants.
Mount Elbrus in Russia (5,642 metres/18,510ft) is the highest mountain in Europe and is part of the Caucasus mountain range.
The Volga River in Russia (3,530km) is Europe's longest river.  
	Throughout Medieval times in Europe most maps of the world, known as Mappae Mundi, were expensive to create by hand, so were used by royals and nobles as displays of wealth rather than for practical purposes.
The world map that is familiar to most of us is the Mercator projection, but it is full of distortions so some countries appear larger or smaller than they actually are.
North may be at the top of maps today, but that wasn’t always the case. During the middle ages, most Western maps put east at the top instead.
Iceland’s capital city is Reykjavik, Portugal’s is Lisbon, Belgium’s is Brussels, Netherlands’ is Amsterdam and Sweden’s is Stockholm.

	Sentence starters


	I think that…
…….is the same
….. is different
	It is similar because… I know this because…
It is different because I know this because..
	In…..there are…….
I know that there are….
	…..and….. are different because. However……are similar

	Content
	
	
	
	Russia, France, Spain, Italy, Poland, Norway, Germany, Greece are countries in Europe. 
Russia’s capital city is Moscow, France’s is Paris, Spain’s is Madrid, Italy’s is Rome, Poland’s is Warsaw, Norway’s is Oslo, Germany’s is Berlin and Greece’s is Athens.
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, North Yorkshire, Cornwall, Merseyside and Kent are counties in England. 
Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, York, Truro, Liverpool and Canterbury are cities in England.
Severn, Thames, Trent are main rivers in the UK.
Egypt, Greece, UK, US are in the northern hemisphere. South Australia, Chile, South Africa, Indonesia are in the southern hemisphere.

	Brazil, Peru, Ecuador, Argentina, Venezuela, Columbia, Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay are South American countries.


	School Busy Bees
Be a friend
	Listen to my friends.
	Help my friends when they are finding something difficult.
	Share resources and knowledge with peers.
	Take on various roles during class discussions and group work.

	Be you
	Share my ideas.
	Share sticky knowledge with friends.
	Share sticky knowledge with people at home.
	Use sticky knowledge to support your opinions and ideas.

	Be honest
	Tell my friends if I don’t like what they have said.
	Say when I am finding something difficult.
	Recognise when I am finding something difficult and know what to do about it.
	Recognise when others are finding something difficult and know what to do about it.

	Be brave
	Talk about the local area.
	Show my friends where places are on maps.
	Explain how to use a map, atlas or globe to a friend.
	Empathise with peers and appreciate different viewpoints.

	Be kind
	Find more than one similarity or difference.
	Share maps and atlases.
	Respect all group members when completing tasks.
	Be respectful of personal outlooks.

	Place Knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objectives
	As above
	Compare and contrast the main differences between city, town and village
Recall features of hot and cold places in the world. 

	Compare and contrast the main differences between a place in England and that of a small place in a non-European country

	Summarise at least five differences between living in the UK and a Mediterranean country (landmass size, currency, weather, town settlements, rural settlements, jobs) 

	N/A
	Investigate main human and physical differences between developed and third world countries.

	N/A

	Key Vocabulary
	City, town, village, countryside, seaside, forest woodland, mountain, river, sea, sand. Trees, fields. 
	North Pole, South Pole, equator, continent, ocean, rainforest, polar regions, destruction, global warming
 European, African, wild life, climate, drought, mud huts, National Parks and game reserves, tropical fruits 

	Ordnance survey, symbol, hemisphere, latitude, longitude, time zones, grid reference, aerial photograph, Greenwich meridian, tropics.
	street children, pampas, anaconda snake, I am somebody, Andes, inhabitant, sparsely populated, Lake Titicaca, Incas, Atacama Desert


	Sticky Knowledge
	There are lots of different trees in a wood, they make homes for insects and animals.
Living in a city is different to living in a village.
When you go to the seaside you can see different wild life to the wildlife near our home.
Mountains are VERY high and there are a lot of them in Scotland.

	 The Earth is split into 7 continents. These are called Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Australia. 
There are 5 oceans in the world called The Arctic, The Southern, The Indian, The Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.
Different locations on Earth have different features like rivers, mountains, cliffs, forests beaches and lakes. 
The polar regions are the coldest habitat on Earth. Despite being so cold 4 million people live within them in areas within the Arctic.
Oceans are being damaged by humans. Plastic waste is ending up in our seas and this is harming the animals that live there.
Rainforests are being chopped down by humans. This means animals and tribes are losing their habitats
Kenya is situated in Eastern Africa and the capital of Kenya is Nairobi.
There are two main languages spoken in Kenya: English and Swahili. However, there are many other languages spoken in different parts of Kenya.
The largest lake in the world, Lake Victoria is partly in Kenya. It is also in Tanzania and Uganda.
Large animals such as lions, buffalo, leopards, elephants and rhinoceros are present in Kenya.
Unfortunately, Kenya is still a developing country and more than half the population live in poverty.
In sport, Kenya is perhaps best known for its middle and long distance runners, with the country frequently producing Olympic champions.

	Cartography is the study of maps and map making. Someone who makes maps is called a cartographer.
There are two norths: true north and magnetic north. True north is the direction of the geographic North Pole. Magnetic north is the direction the north end of a needle in a compass point.
North may be at the top of maps today, but that wasn’t always the case. During the middle ages, most Western maps put east at the top instead.

	There are 12 countries in South America and almost 400 million people live there.
Brazil is the largest country and covers almost half the continent. It is only slightly smaller than the USA.
South America’s largest river is the Amazon, which is the second longest river in the world. However, the Amazon carries more water than any other river in the world.
Sao Paulo is the largest city with more than 20 million people living there.
Spanish is the most popular language in South America even though Brazilians speak Portuguese.
The Incas were the largest group of indigenous people in South America when the Europeans arrived.

	Sentence starters


	In/At…….I can see
	This is positive for…..because
This is a benefit for…. Because
This is damaging for….because
This is a disadvantage for because…
	This suggests that
I know this because 
	This results in…
……..consequently
..… suggest that….

	School Busy Bees
Be a friend
	Listen to my friends.
	Listen to and share ideas with friends.
	Be respectful of the opinions of others.
	Be respectful, listen and at times challenge the opinions of your peers.

	Be you
	Share my ideas.
	Be respectful of environmental issues.
	Work collaboratively to solve issues.
	Share your thoughts and feelings as part of a group.

	Be honest
	Tell my friends if I don’t like what they have said.
	Recognise what we can do to improve environmental issues.
	Identify ways to improve place issues
	Reflect on what you as an individual can do to address misconceptions of 3rd world poverty.

	Be brave
	Talk about the local area.
	Talk about environmental issues.
	Discuss with class place issues.
	Speak out about 3rd World issues.

	Be kind
	Find more than one similarity or difference.
	Consider more than one factors when comparing places.
	Recognise that a country cannot only be measured on its economic value.
	Appreciate that a country cannot be measured in economic value alone.

	Human and Physical Geography
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objectives
	Make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 
Find similarities and differences in relation to living things.
	Recognise the main weather symbols
Compare which is the hottest and coldest season in the UK
	Describe some of the advantages and disadvantages of living in a city or village.
Locate the following physical features: mountain, lake, island, valley, river, cliff, forest and beach.

	Label the different parts of a volcano (magma chamber, main vent, crater, lava, ash, secondary cone)
Summarise what causes an earthquake (fault lines in tectonic plates)

	Summarise why most cities are located by a river (trade links/transport)
List the names of a number of the world’s highest mountains 
List the names of and locate a number of the world’s longest rivers 
Identify and label the main features of a river 

	State what is meant by biomes and what are the features of a specific biome
Label layers of a rainforest and clarify what deforestation is

	Memorie the names of and locate some of the world’s deserts 
Clarify why are industrial areas and ports are important
Clarify main human and physical differences between developed and third world countries 


	Key Vocabulary
	Weather, hot, cold, Autumn, Spring, Summer, Winter plants, mini beasts, lifecycle. Grow, change.
Rain, snow, sunshine, wind fog.
	Autumn, Spring, Summer, Winter, Fall, weather, temperature, thermometer, weather symbol, deciduous, coniferous 
	Estuary, mouth, source, meander, waterfall, erosion, deposition, tributary, ox bow lake, delta, stream. 

Peak, valley, cliff, ridge, plateau, summit, hill, terrain, range, tectonic plates, fold mountains. 

	canopy, emergent layer, understory, deforestation, endangered, indigenous, biomes, temperate, extinction, destruction, biodiversity

drought, burrow, aridity, climate, conditions, dehydration, desiccation, fauna, flora, flash floods


	Sticky Knowledge
	A caterpillar starts as an egg eats leaves and grows, it makes a cocoon and changes into a butterfly or moth.
In the Summer it is usually hot and in the winter it is usually cold.
We have lots of different weather in the UK which helps to make the plants grow.
We can put seeds in the soil and grow plants, some seeds grow into flowers and others grow into things to eat.

	In the UK we have four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter. Summer is the hottest season and winter the coldest.
Spring starts when the day and night are the same length (usually 21st March. However, many say that Spring starts on March 1st).
In summer the longest day of the year is around June 21st and in winter the shortest day of the year is usually December 21st.
When we have our summer, it is winter in the southern hemisphere. When we have our winter, Australia has its summer.
In the USA and many other countries, the season ‘Autumn’ is known as the ‘Fall’. This is because so many leaves fall from the trees in Autumn.
Seasons change throughout the year because of the way the Earth travels around the Sun.
	The start of a river is called the source and the end is called the mouth.
A fast-flowing river will carry soil and dirt from its banks and bed downstream and drop them when it gets wider and slows down.
The longest river in the world is the Nile in Africa. It is 4,130 miles long. 
Many rivers and streams will join together before they reach the mouth of the river. The smaller rivers and streams are called tributaries.

Mountains make up one-fifth of the world’s landscape.
Mount Everest is the world highest mountain and it is 8,850m high. 
There are mountains under the surface of the sea.
80% of our fresh water originates from mountains.
The highest 14 mountains in the world are all found in the Himalayas.
Generally mountains are higher than 600m, if they are less they are called hills.
Mountains can be rocky and barren but some have trees growing on their sides and very high mountains have snow on their peaks.

	Only around 6% of the Earth’s land surface is rainforest – but about half of all animal and plant species live there.
It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s thick canopy to the floor.
The Amazon rainforest in South America is so big that if it were a country, it would be the ninth biggest in the world.

Not all deserts are covered by sand. Only 20% of all deserts are covered with sand.
Even though we think they should be, not all deserts are hot. Two of the world’s biggest deserts are in the North and South Poles.
The largest hot desert in the world is the Sahara and the largest cold desert is Antarctica
Hot deserts are usually very hot during the day but can get very cold at night. Some hot deserts can reach freezing point at night.
Around one third of the Earth’s surface is covered in deserts.
Deserts generally receive less than 40cm of rain in a year.
The hottest temperature ever recorded in the Sahara was 136°F, in Azizia, Libya, in 1922. 
There are roughly 1200 different species of plants in the Sahara.


	Sentence starters


	In Summer it is….I know this because…
In Winter it is….I know this because…
	The advantages of living……..are……….because
The disadvantages of living…..are……because
The differences between…..and….. are.
 
	I have observed…
I know this because…
This is demonstrated by…
	The main advantage is…. This is because.
In contrast, the main disadvantage is…
The problems caused are… however


	Content
	
	
	
	The Amazon, Yangtze and Congo are 3 of the world’s longest rivers.
K2 and Nanga Parbat are 2 of the world’s other highest mountains.
	Arctic Polar, Antarctic Polar, Sahara, Great Basin, Patagonia, Arabian, Great Victoria, Syrian, Gobi and Kalahari are deserts.


	School Busy Bees
Be a friend
	Listen to my friends.
	Help a friend if they are finding their work tricky.
	Respect the opinions of peers even if it is different to personal opinion.
	Be respectful of people’s personal outlook.

	Be you
	Share my ideas.
	Respect the world around us.
	Use knowledge facts to explain your answers.
	Predict and plan for the future.

	Be honest
	Tell my friends if I don’t like what they have said.
	Speak out if you disagree with something someone has said.
	Make careful observations.
	Accept global responsibility.

	Be brave
	Talk about the local area.
	Talk about problems in the environment.
	Discuss environmental issues.
	Speak out about environmental & global issues.

	Be kind
	Look after the environment
	Understand there are different opinions.
	Appreciate different viewpoints.
	Empathise and appreciate different viewpoints.

	Skills and Field Work
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objectives
	Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences, and in response to events.
Work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the tasks rules.
	Recall their address, including postcode
Recognise which is N, E, S and W on a compass.
Recognise where the equator, North Pole and South Pole are on a globe.

	Choose and use the terminologies: left and right; below, next to.
Find the following physical features: mountain, lake, island, valley, river, cliff, forest and beach.

	Identify and name the eight points of a compass (N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW) 
Complete maps to locate at least eight European countries and capitals 

	Summarise how to plan a journey within the UK, using a road map
Use maps and globes to locate the equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian 
Explain how to use four-figure grid references


	Select graphs to record features such as temperature or rainfall across the world
Select Google Earth to locate a country or place of interest and to follow the journey of rivers, etc.

	Memorise what most of the ordnance survey symbols stand for
Clarify how to use six-figure grid references


	Key Vocabulary
	Who, what, where, how, why
Map,
	Street, address, road signs, office, village, town, city, map symbol, urban, rural  
	Ordnance survey, symbol, hemisphere, latitude, longitude, time zones, grid reference, aerial photograph, Greenwich meridian, tropics.
	Ordnance Survey, symbol, grid reference, aerial photograph


	Sticky Knowledge
	A map shows us where places are.
We can use a map to find out how to get to a place we want to go to.
We sometimes need special rules for our tasks so that we can do it properly.
Working together in a team gets better results for some jobs.
	Sutton-in-Ashfield is our nearest town. There is a library, a leisure centre and a reservoir there.  
Nottingham is our nearest city. Robin Hood is said to come from Nottingham. The River Trent runs through Nottingham. 

	Cartography is the study of maps and map making. Someone who makes maps is called a cartographer.
There are two norths: true north and magnetic north. True north is the direction of the geographic North Pole. Magnetic north is the direction the north end of a needle in a compass point.
North may be at the top of maps today, but that wasn’t always the case. During the middle ages, most Western maps put east at the top instead.

	Cartography is the study of maps and map making. Someone who makes maps is called a cartographer.
There are two norths: true north and magnetic north. True north is the direction of the geographic North Pole. Magnetic north is the direction the north end of a needle in a compass point.


	Sentence starters


	I can see…
We need to go…..
	I live….
I can see…….on the map therefore I know there is…..
	This suggests that
I have observed…. 
This would suggest that
The difference I have observed are….
	This graphs show…I know this because
Similarly.
Equally
Consequently


	School Busy Bees
Be a friend
	Listen to my friends.
	Work respectfully with a partner.
	Work as part of a group during fieldwork activities.
	During fieldwork activities take on different roles in the group.

	Be you
	Share my ideas.
	Share my ideas and listen to ideas of others.
	Value the observations of peers.
	Value the contributions of peers.

	Be honest
	Tell my friends respectfully if they have made a mistake.
	Help my friends respectfully if they have made a mistake.
	Be respectful of others viewpoint.
	Be respectful of others viewpoint and reflect on mistakes.

	Be brave
	Have a go, even if it is difficult.
	Work together even when it is difficult.
	Ask questions when unsure.
	Ask questions when unsure and answer those of peers.

	Be kind
	Take turns.
	Have respect when speaking and listening to others.
	Accept other people’s ideas and try them out.
	Appreciate that we all work differently and have different opinions.
















	Oracy Objectives in Geography Subject Progression


	Foundation Stage

	Physical: Children use gestures like pointing and speak with clear volume when sharing ideas about the local area.
Linguistic: Children speak in full sentences using words like “because,” “so,” and “if,” and apply topic-specific vocabulary such as “autumn,” “weather” and “map.”
Cognitive: Children ask simple questions and explore ideas about the immediate environment
Social-Emotional: Children take turns, listen respectfully, and respond to others in group tasks by looking at the speaker and making relevant comments.

	Key Stage 1
	Physical: Children speak clearly and confidently with appropriate volume, tone, and gestures to support their ideas—when comparing and contrasting geographical features.
Linguistic: Children use topic-specific vocabulary and sentence structures to explain, sequence, and connect their thinking—using talk like a geographer prompts to enhance their language.
Cognitive: Children make relevant contributions to class discussions and are able to disagree with someone else’s opinion politely. They offer reasons for their opinion. E.g. when comparing Life in Africa to Life in Sutton. 
Social-Emotional: Children listen, respond, and contribute respectfully in group discussions, showing awareness of others e.g. during fieldwork tasks.

	Lower Key Stage 2

	Physical: Children deliberately use gestures, posture, and movement to support their contributions to class discussions. e.g. during map work
Linguistic: Children use precise and subject-specific vocabulary—such as “estuary,” “ox bow,” or “summit”—and adapt their language to suit the audience, for example, speaking like a geographer.
Cognitive: Children ask thoughtful questions, build on others’ ideas, and reflect on their own thinking— e.g. when completing fieldwork tasks or summarizing differences between Europe and the UK.
Social-Emotional: Children contribute respectfully in group discussions and fieldwork. They show empathy by including quieter peers and ensuring all group members participate.

	Upper Key Stage 2

	Physical: Children speak fluently and confidently with stage presence, adapting tone, pace, and volume to suit the context—for example, projecting their voice during a group presentation or using expressive gestures for example when explaining the journey of the amazon river or delivering a weather/news report.
Linguistic: Children use sophisticated sentence structures and subject-specific vocabulary to express and justify their ideas—for example, using terms like “hemisphere,” “meridian,” or “tropics.”
Cognitive: Children construct detailed arguments, ask probing questions, and cite evidence to support their thinking—for example, referencing a prior learning to explain their reasons for example when clarifying main human and physical differences between developed and third world countries 
Social-Emotional: Children listen actively, adapt their speech for different audiences, and respond sensitively to group dynamics—for example, using humour to engage their peers, inviting others to contribute, or changing topic when noticing confusion or disengagement especially when completing field work task.

	Cross-Curricular Oracy Skills

	Listening:  Active listening during design brief explanations, peer feedback sessions, and collaborative planning discussions to ensure understanding and effective teamwork.
Speaking: Clear articulation of design choices, construction strategies, and reflections on what worked well or could be improved.
Reasoning: Making connections between design decisions and outcomes—explaining cause and effect, such as why a structure collapsed or why a material was more suitable.
Presenting: Sharing learning through model demonstrations, peer coaching during build stages, and presenting final products to an audience with confidence and clarity.
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